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102-1361 7 May 1992 Washington, D C
DIE BIG GAIlE OF LIn - By his senior year in high school, Texas legend
Tom Landry had only left the Rio Grande Valley one time. But just a few
short years and a little divine guidance later, Landry found himself as
head coach of the Dallas Texans. Though he was the envy of many at his
young age, Landry says being a rookie Christian and a rookie NFL coach
didn't make for the best combination. Later he became head coach of the
expansion team, the Dallas Cowboys, and for nearly a quarter of a century,
he was the only coach the Cowboys ever had.
Last week, your Congressman had the opportunity to visit and reminisce
with the Mission-born Landry at a local gathering of the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes (FCA) , an organization to which Landry devotes much
of his time. He credits his family for raising him with value. and morals
and FCA for helping fill the void in his life that couldn't be filled
even by going to church every Sunday.
Criss-crossing the country singing the praises of FCA, Landry and
other professional coaches and athletes are usually the most visible
speaking on behalf of the organization, but FCA focuses a lot of attention
on youth through its "HUDDLE" program. The "HUDDLE" is a support group
for athletes and other students interested in learning more about
Christianity. FCA chapters and HUDDLE programs begin at the junior high
school level and are quite common on high school and university campuses
as well.
In some areas of the country, the average amount of time a parent
spends with their high school-age child is about 17 minutes per week.
During football season, a high school football coach may average
approximately 17 hours per week with the same child. It I S easy to see
why Tom Landry and FCA place so much emphasis on high school coaches as
role models who can uniquely reach today's troubled teens.
With the emotional stress of peer pressure, drugs, and dysfunctional
families on the minds of teenagers, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes
prOVides students an opportunity to open a door to a better life. In
the words of my good friend Tom Landry, it's a door wi th only one door
knob -- and it won't open until you open it yourself.
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WE THE PEOPLE - Months of studying and hard work which won victories at
the congressional district and state levels ended this past week for the
l,OOO-plus students representing 45 states in the nationwide finals of
the National Bicentennial Competition on the Consitution and Bill of Rights.
Our state champions, I am proud to say, are a group of students from
McAllen Memorial Hign School who competed against a number of other schools
from Hous ton, Dallas, Ft Worth, and San Antonio to name a few. Upon
arriving in the nation's capital, the group began three days of simulated
congressional hearings in Washington at which time they were asked to
discuss complex issues on the Bill of Rights. After landing in the top
ten of the finals, McAllen eventually won an "Honorable Mention" award
placing them in the top seven of the remaining 42 teams.
This was no easy row to hoe
demonstrate their knowledge of the
congressional committees made up of
journalists, and government leaders.
either as the students had to
Bill of Rights before simulated
constitutional scholars, attorneys,
The panels tested the teams on six questions: what did the Founders
learn about rights from history and their own experience; how was the
Bill of Rights created; how were the protections of the Bill of Rights
expanded; what rights are protected by procedural due process of law;
and who should be responsible for preserving and extending our heritage
of individual rights.
The Bicentennial Commission was designed to promote an understanding
of the rights and responsibilities of citizens in our constitutional
democracy. The program is administered by the Center for Civic Education
and cosponsored by the Commission on the Bicentennial of the U S
Constitution. In succeeding years the program, renamed, "WE THE PEOPLE,
THE CITIZEN AND THE CONSTITUTION," will be transferred to the U S Department
of Education.
It's always been my belief that the pride of South Texas is its people,
and this competition is but one shining example of the high caliber of
students we can produce. To the students, faculty, and parents of McAllen
Memorial High School -- you've made us proud!
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CAlICER SCREEIlIIlG - Mention cancer treatment and research, and most people
think of the University of Texas M D Anderson Cancer Center in Houston.
Their expertise has helped people the world over. Now some of that
expertise is being focused on Rio Grande Valley residents under a new
program.
M D Anderson and the Valley Chapter of the Texas Academy of Family
Physicians have made what was once a pilot project into a program now
open to all family physicians in the four-county area of Willacy, Cameron,
Hidalgo, and Starr.
The office-based system is directed at the early detection of cervical
cancer and plans are in the making to expand the program to include breast,
colorectal, lung, prostrate, skin, and testicular cancer screening.
M D Anderson's physicians have dedicated funding from their
professional fee income to cover the costs of the educational program
for physicians, nurses, performance of the pathology examinations and
administration of the program. For patients who cannot afford to pay
for the Pap test, the Cancer Center will interpret the test free of charge,
For information on this program you may contact Dr Joseph T Painter
at 1-800-235-0296.
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